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Abstract
The focus for the third set of statistics in this series is upon the Indigenous and non-

Indigenous prison populations in each Australian State and Territory.

Indigenous and non-Indigenous prison population by state or territory

Australian Capital Territory [ACT]

Table 1: ACT population data (2012-21)
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Pop.

(full- Indig.

time Prison
Year | custody) Po

2012
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|
|
|
|
|

Indig. Indig. % Indig.

% Non- Pop. of Pop. of Pop. of

Prlson % Indig. Indig. State/ | Australia  State/
Inmates Inmates Territory (30Jun) Territory

2015

2016
2017 453

2018
2019

2020

2021 |
SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25
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New South Wales [NSW]

Table 2: NSW population data (2012-21)

Indig. % Non- Pop. of Pop. of Pop. of
Prison % Indig. Indig. State/ Australia State/
Pop. Inmates Inmates Territory (30Jun) Territory

Pop. Indig.
(full-time  Prison
Year custody) Pop.

2012 9442

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Prison Non- Indig. Indig. % Indig.

|
|
|

SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25

Northern Territory [NT]

Table 3: NT population data (2012-21)

Prison

Pop. Non- Indig. Indig. % Indig.

(full- Indig. Indig. % Non- Pop. Of Pop. Of Pop. Of

time Prison Prison % Indig. Indig. State/ | Australia State/
Year | custody) Pop. . Inmates Inmates Territory (30Jun) Territory

SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25
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Queensland [QLD]

Table 4: QLD population data (2012-21)

Non-
Indig. Indig. % Non-
Prison Prison % Indig. Indig.
Year . . Inmates  Inmates

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2018

2019

2020

2021 9954

SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25

South Australia [SA]

Table 5: SA population data (2012-21)
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SOURCES: ABS 2022: Table3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25
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Tasmania [TAS]

Table 6: TAS population data (2012-21)

Indig.
Prison
Pop.

% Non- Pop. Of Pop. Of Pop. Of
Prison % Indig. Indig. State/ | Australia State/

Indig. Indig. % Indig.
Pop. Inmates Inmates Territory (30Jun) Territory

SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25

Victoria [VIC]

Table 7: VIC population data (2012-21)

Indig. Indig. % Indig.
(full- Indig. Pop. Of Pop. Of Pop. Of
time Prison Prison % Indig. Indig. State/ | Australia State/
Year custody) . . Inmates Inmates Territory (30Jun) Territory

2012 4837

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|

SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25
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Western Australia [WA]

Table 8: WA population data (2012-21)

% Non- Pop. Of Pop. Of Pop. Of
Prison % Indig. Indig. State/ | Australia State/
Pop. Inmates Inmates Territory (30Jun) Territory

Indig.
Prison
Year Pop.

2012
2013
2014
2015
|

Indig. Indig. % Indig.

2016

2018
2019
2020

2021 6726 |
SOURCES: ABS 2022:Table 3; ABS 2021:Tables 7.1-7.9, 25

Reference List

ABS (Australian Bureau of Statistics) (2021) ‘Prisoners in Australia’, Australian Government,
Canberra, accessed 31 January 2023.

—(2022) ‘Corrective Services, Australia’, Australian Government, Canberra, accessed 31
January 2023.

Australian Prison Reform Journal Volume 3, Issue 1, Article 3, 2023 5


https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/prisoners-australia/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/corrective-services-australia/latest-release#data-download

